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Build Your Roadmap for Financial Success 
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Life is a journey. Do you have a roadmap to help stay on 

track? Planning and saving for retirement is often 

overlooked in the hustle and bustle of our daily lives. 

However, a financially secure future depends on planning 

and taking action now to prepare for retirement. 

A Good Plan Starts With a Goal and a Budget. 

Setting specific income goals at 

retirement along with a 

timeframe for retiring are both 

important parts of the financial 

planning process and give you a 

reason to be frugal with your 

money. 

Creating and using a budget is 

likely the most important step 

you can take in planning your 

finances. It allows you to keep 

track of your spending habits to 

keep your attention focused on 

your goals. Review and adjust your budget frequently. 

Paying down debt and increasing your savings, including 

for retirement, should be a priority. It is important to 

remember that budgeting is a process and your budget 

will change over time. 

It’s Your Retirement. Plan Accordingly. 

Experts recommend planning to replace 85 percent of 

your pre-retirement income. However, there is no one-

size-fits-all plan that is suitable for everyone. As you are 

devising your retirement plan, consider your goals and 

other risk factors, such as healthcare, inflation, 

investments, longevity, and long-term care. Estimating 

your retirement budget and knowing your retirement 

income sources will help you determine if you are on the 

right path for your retirement destination. If you aren’t,  

you still have time to make adjustments! 

A common analogy for visualizing retirement income is 

the three-legged stool. Envision your retirement as the 

seat of the stool and each leg of the stool as an income 

source: (1) Social Security; (2) pensions and annuities, 

such as SDRS; and (3) personal retirement savings,  

including IRAs, 401(k) and 457 

plans. 

If any of the legs are missing or 

inadequate, the stool—your 

retirement—will not be very 

stable. 

Recent trends indicate that we 

may need to consider a fourth 

leg of the stool: work. Many 

people are retiring sooner and 

living longer. Though working 

may help supplement your 

income, it is not advisable to  

rely on work income to fund your retirement because 

continued employment may become increasingly 

difficult as you age.  

Want to Learn More? 

SDRS offers a comprehensive workshop that focuses on 

the basics of budgeting, investing, retirement income 

sources and risks, and planning for unexpected events. 

The early and mid-career workshop, “On the Road to 

Financial Success,” promotes personal financial 

awareness and has been well received by attendees of 

all ages. 

See what you have been missing! You can register for 

this workshop through the SDRS website at:  
https://sdrs.sd.gov/events/earlymidcareer/schedule.aspx 
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SDRS Board Member News 

The 2019 Board of Trustees election was held this spring. 

Three positions were up for election: municipal 

employees; justices, judges, and law-trained magistrates; 

and county commissioners. 

Karl Alberts was re-elected by municipal employees to 

serve another four-year term on the Board. Mr. Alberts 

is the finance officer for the city of Aberdeen. He has 

served on the Board since July 2011. 

South Dakota Supreme Court Justice Mark 

Salter ran unopposed in this year’s election 

as the representative for judicial members. 

Justice Salter’s Board service began in 

December 2018. 

Myron Johnson also ran unopposed as the 

county commissioner representative and 

will continue on the Board for another 

term. Mr. Johnson has served on the Board 

since April 2017. 

Each membership group elects its 

representative(s) to the SDRS Board of  

Trustees. In 2020, Board of Regents employees, state 

employees, and school boards will elect their respective 

representative to the Board. 

At its June meeting, the SDRS Board of Trustees 

appointed Glen Vilhauer to a four-year term as the 

elected municipal officials representative effective July 1, 

2019. Mr. Vilhauer is a city council member for the city  

of Watertown. 

The Board of Trustees selected its Chair 

and Vice Chair at its September meeting. 

James Johns, the public safety employee 

representative, will serve as Chair. State 

employee representative Eric Stroeder will 

serve as Vice Chair. 

Additional information regarding the SDRS 

Board of Trustees, including current board 

members, meetings, minutes, and election 

information, can be found under the 

“About SDRS” tab on the SDRS website, 

www.sdrs.sd.gov. 
Glen Vilhauer 

Elected Municipal Officials 
Representative 

Use MySDRS to Create Benefit Estimates, View Statements, More 

MySDRS, the secure members-only website, allows 

members to view their account information, print 

statements, and prepare benefit estimates. Visit 

www.sdrs.sd.gov and click on “MySDRS Member Log-In” 

in the upper righthand corner. If you are a returning 

MySDRS user, you can enter your SDRS ID and password. 

If you have never used MySDRS before, you must click on 

“New Registration” to register and create a password to 

gain access to your online account information. 

Once logged in, you can view your personal information 

on record, such as your spouse and beneficiary 

information as well as your contact information. Active 

and inactive members can look at their service and 

contribution details and Personal Benefits Statements. 

Generational members can also see their Variable 

Retirement Account balance. Retired members can view 

Retiree Statements and annuity information. 

The MySDRS benefit calculator can create benefit 

estimates using your salary and service information.  

Simply enter your last pay and retirement dates and click 

“Calculate Benefit” to see your estimated retirement 

benefit and income replacement. While this benefit 

calculator is a useful tool you can use in your retirement 

planning efforts, it is important to note the benefit 

calculator provides an estimate only based on the 

information shown. Your actual retirement benefit will be 

calculated by SDRS based on verified service and 

compensation. 

If you have any questions regarding MySDRS, please 

contact the SDRS office at 1-888-605-SDRS (7377). 

 Need to Update Your Contact Info? 

To protect members from fraudulent activity, SDRS 

cannot accept contact information changes by phone or 

email. If you need to update your mailing address, 

phone number, or email address, you may do so through 

MySDRS or by completing SDRS Form E-2, “Notice of 

Enrollment Change,” which is available online at 

www.sdrs.sd.gov or through the SDRS office. 
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SDRS Travel Schedule 

Planning for your retirement is important. Call the SDRS office toll-free at 1-888-605-SDRS (7377) to schedule an 
appointment with a retirement planner or discuss your retirement plans via telephone. 

DATE LOCATION ADDRESS 

30-MINUTE SESSION 

TIMES AVAILABLE 

10/01/2019 Brookings, Swiftel Center 824 32nd Avenue 2:00—8:00 PM 

10/02/2019 Brookings, Swiftel Center 824 32nd Avenue 8:00 AM—8:00 PM 

10/08/2019 Vermillion, Holiday Inn Express 1200 N Dakota 2:00—8:00 PM 

10/09/2019 Vermillion, Holiday Inn Express 1200 N Dakota 8:00 AM—8:00 PM 

10/15/2019 Elk Point, Courthouse Community Room 209 E Main 2:00—8:00 PM 

10/22/2019 Aberdeen, Dakota Event Center 720 Lamont Street S 2:00—8:00 PM 

10/23/2019 Aberdeen, Dakota Event Center 720 Lamont Street S 8:00 AM—8:00 PM 

11/05/2019 Belle Fourche, Community Center 1111 National Street 2:00—8:00 PM 

11/19/2019 Spearfish, Holiday Inn I-90 Exit 14 2:00—8:00 PM 

11/20/2019 Spearfish, Holiday Inn I-90 Exit 14 8:00 AM—8:00 PM 

11/26/2019 Mobridge, Wrangler Inn 820 W Grand Crossing 2:00—8:00 PM 

12/10/2019 Madison, Karl Mundt Library 8th & Egan 2:00—8:00 PM 

12/11/2019 Madison, Karl Mundt Library 8th & Egan 8:00 AM—8:00 PM 

12/17/2019 Martin, Library Community Room 101 Main Street 2:00—8:00 PM 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT COUNSELING SCHEDULE  

PRE-RETIREMENT PLANNING WORKSHOPS & RETIREE FORUMS 

DATE LOCATION ADDRESS TIME 

10/29/2019 Spearfish, Holiday Inn I-90 Exit 14 Forum: 3:00—4:00 PM 

Workshop: 5:30—8:00 PM     

DATE LOCATION ADDRESS TIME 

11/06/2019 Spearfish, Holiday Inn I-90 Exit 14 At Each Location 

5:15—7:30 PM 11/13/2019 Rapid City, Hilton Garden Inn 815 E Mall Drive 

12/04/2019 Pierre, RedRossa Italian Grille 808 W Sioux Avenue 

WOMEN & FINANCIAL PLANNING WORKSHOPS 

DATE LOCATION ADDRESS TIME 

10/16/2019 Watertown, Watertown Event Center 1901 9th Avenue SW At Each Location 

6:00—8:00 PM 11/12/2019 Brookings, Swiftel Center 824 32nd Avenue 

12/03/2019 Rapid City, Hilton Garden Inn 815 E Mall Drive 

To register for a workshop or forum, visit www.sdrs.sd.gov or call 1-888-605-SDRS (7377). 

EARLY & MID-CAREER WORKSHOPS 
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Board Selects Travis Almond for SDRS Executive Director Position 

Last fall, SDRS Executive Director Rob Wylie announced 

his intention to retire on or around December 2019, and 

so began the SDRS Board of Trustees’ work to find the 

system’s next Executive Director. After a nationwide 

search, the Board selected SDRS Member Services/

Communications Manager Travis Almond to become the 

third executive director in the system’s 45-year history. 

Travis Almond joined SDRS in December 2001 as a  

traveling retirement planner, focusing on 

counseling and educating members 

through one-on-one sessions and group 

seminars. In 2008, Mr. Almond was 

promoted to the member services and 

communications manager, which  

oversees four distinct functions within the 

SDRS office: benefits, communications, 

records management, and administrative 

services. As the member services and 

communications manager, Mr. Almond  

has undertaken the development, 

expansion, and implementation of 

member education programs and 

communication efforts. Prior to working 

with SDRS, he worked in the private  

sector as a financial planner with an emphasis in 

retirement planning. 

Mr. Almond holds a Bachelor of Arts in Business from 

Chadron State College, the Certified Retirement 

Counselor (CRC) designation with the International 

Foundation for Retirement Education (InFRE), the 

National Social Security Advisor certification with the 

National Social Security Association (NSSA), LLC, a  

Certificate of Achievement in Public Plan 

Policy from the International Foundation 

of Employee Benefit Plans (IFEBP). He has 

also completed the Retirement Plan 

Administration (RPA) series through InFRE. 

Mr. Almond has been a member of the 

National Pension Education Association 

(NPEA) since 2006 and currently serves as 

President of the board of directors. He has 

also served on the Customer Service 

Steering Committee with the National 

Council on Teacher Retirement (NCTR). 

Mr. Almond will become the SDRS 

Executive Director on October 9, 2019. 

Travis Almond 
New SDRS 

Executive Director 

The information presented in Outlook is neither a legal reference nor a complete statement of South Dakota laws or administrative rules. In any conflict between this information and 
South Dakota laws or administrative rules, the laws and administrative rules shall prevail. 

Outlook is produced to communicate the plan provisions, changes in law, and issues of interest to members of the South Dakota Retirement System. It is published with funds provided 
through the contributions of teachers, school boards, state government, state employees, county commissions, county employees, municipal governments, municipal employees, and 
other local units and employees. 46,250 copies of this document were printed on recycled paper by SDRS at a cost of $0.079 per document. 


